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Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and to the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56, the Examiner in charge of the above-identified application is requested to 
consider and mal<e of record the references listed on the PTO/SB/08a and PTO/SB/08b 
forms submitted herewith. A copy of the references listed on the PTO/SB/08a PTO/SB/08b 
form, other than U.S. patents, is enclosed. 

Although the information submitted herewith may be "material" to the Examiner's 
consideration of the subject application, this submission is not intended to constitute an 
admission that such information is "prior art" as to the claimed invention. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made. 

Reference EP 1 302 316 is not in the English language, but an English abstract 
thereof is attached to the copy of the reference submitted herewith. 
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„.., „ ^ — cornpiete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information 

Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPI.ETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance In compleang the form, call l-BOO-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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